I So                               LOTHAIR.

not impossible that I may some day become acquainted
with the donor. I wish them to bo kept in safety, and
therefore not by myself, for my life is subject to too great
vicissitudes. I have therefore placed them in this case,
which I shall now seal and entrust them to your care, as a
friend in whom I have entire confidence. See/ she said,
lighting a match, and opening the case, * here are the pearls,
are they not superb ? and here is a note which will tell you
what to do with them in case of my absence, when you
open the case, which will not be for a year from this day.
There, it is locked. I have directed it to you, and I will
seal it with my father's seal.'

Lothair was about to speak. ' Do not say a word,* she
said; * this seal is a religious ceremony with me.' She
was some little time fulfilling it, so that the impression
might be deep and clear. She looked at it earnestly while
the wax was cooling, and then she said, * I deliver the
custody of this to a friend whom I entirely trust. Adieu ! *
and she disappeared.

The amazed Lothair glanced at the seal. It was a single
word, * ROMA,' and then, utterly mystified, ho returned to
town with his own present.

CHAPTER XXX"V.

MR. PEKEBUS had just finished a picture which ho had
painted for the Emperor of Russia. It was to depart im-
mediately from England for its northern home, except that
his Imperial Majesty hod consented that it should be ex-
hibited for a brief space to the people of England. This
was a condition which Mr. Phoebus had made in the in-
terests of art, and as a due homage alike to his own
patriotism and celebrity.